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to see how much merchandise there was in the factor}7,    CHAP.
which he would immediately order to be paid for; hut

he arrived there he found that the factory had been      A.D.
robbed, and this the broker informed  him had been done    1498.
by the King.

Upon embarking with his men, Yasco da Gama bade fare-

well to the overseer of the Treasury, and said that if at any

time he returned to Calicut he would take his revenge upon

those who had done him wrong.    He was followed into

the boat by the Castilian, who on reaching the ships in-

formed Yasco da Gama that all the ill-treatment he had

received was   caused  by the   catual, who, for the large

bribes given   him   by   the Moors, had   done   everything

nth out the knowledge or assent of the King.    Vasco cla

jama, before sailing, gave this Castilian a certificate of

aithfulness   and  honesty which he might   show to any

other Portuguese who might arrive at that port; and he

told him to inform the Moors that for love of them he

^would come back to India, and that the evils they had

procured for him would be their destruction.

This message having been repeated to the King, he
sent for the Castilian, and dispatched him to the ships,
accompanied by one of his Brahmans, to tell Vasco da
Gama that he felt very great regret for what had
happened, but that he had arrested the person whose
fault it was, who would receive suitable punishment;
therefore he entreated him to return to Calicut, because
he would send on board his ships all the goods required
to complete their lading, and all those which had re-
mained on shore, for he did not wish them to go away
speaking ill of him. Yasco da Gama replied that he-
would not then return, but was going back to his country
to relate to his King all that had happened to him,
He fully admitted that this had been caused by the
treachery of his own people with the Moors, and stated
that, if at any time he should return to Calicut, he
would revenge himself upon the Moors, who had done